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Chile Launches Landmark Project to
Reintroduce Guanacos to the Santiago Andes

El Ciudadano - 3 de octubre de 2025

The goal is to jump-start active guanaco reintroduction—the largest native land mammal in Chile. In
pre-Columbian times, the species may have numbered between 30 and 50 million from northern Peru to

Patagonia. Today, its population is estimated at just over 5% of that figure, concentrated mainly in

Argentina’s Patagonia.

Chile has kicked off a first-of-its-kind effort to restore guanaco populations in the Andes above Santiago,
moving 16 guanacos from the El Trapiche estate in Longotoma, La Ligua, to three nature sanctuaries in
the Metropolitan Region. The initiative will establish breeding centers to raise animals for later release

into the wild.

This pilot is part of a public—private program of planned guanaco releases in strategic areas over the
medium term, designed to complement the natural expansion and growth of wild herds already present in

the region.



Specifically, the project aims to reintroduce guanacos across the Santiago mountain range to help restore
high-Andean ecosystems, stimulate nature-based tourism, support scientific research through monitoring

and censuses, and identify and mitigate threats to the species.

Project director Benito A. Gonzalez (Faculty of Forest Sciences and Natural Conservation, University of
Chile) noted that “the guanaco plays a fundamental role in the dynamics of high-Andean ecosystems. Its
presence not only enriches biodiversity, but also helps sustain wet meadows, grasslands, and wetlands—

fragile habitats that depend on this species.”

He added that this effort “marks a milestone in restoring the ecological function of a keystone species in

central Chile.”

Importance of the Sanctuaries

Within this project, nature sanctuaries play a pivotal role. Two of them form part of a nearly 200,000-
hectare continuous landscape that links the Andean sectors of San José de Maipo and Lo Barnechea with
Argentina’s protected areas Volcan Tupungato and Laguna del Diamante—creating a vital transboundary

corridor for the migratory guanaco.

“This is a decisive step to prevent the local extinction of the guanaco in central Chile. We aim not only to
boost their numbers, but to restore their role as a keystone species in the regeneration of high-Andean wet
meadows, wetlands, and grasslands, and in conserving emblematic species such as the puma and the

condor,” emphasized Sara Larrain, president of the Metropolitan Region Sanctuary Network.

In the first stage, the San Francisco de Lagunillas and Cascada de las Animas sanctuaries will host the

females, while the males were transferred to a transition facility at the El Plomo Sanctuary in Tiltil.

Later, the animals will be brought together in groups composed of one male, a set of females, and
juveniles, and placed in habitats within their historical range that allow them to thrive and develop the

natural behaviors and social skills of the species.

The breeding centers will feature perimeter and internal fencing, a nursery area, support storage, and
continuous monitoring to address threats from dogs, pumas, and foxes. They will also have trained,

specialized caretakers and cameras for research, surveillance, and the welfare of the guanacos.



This project is the result of an agreement between the Universidad de Chile and the Red de Santuarios de
la Region Metropolitana, joined by Fundacion Rewilding Chile. It also has support from the Santiago
Regional Government, Conaf, the Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, the SAG, tourism chambers, and the
municipalities of Barnechea and San José de Maipo.

iGuanacos en Santiago cordillerano!

Después de décadas de pérdida de habitat y amenazas, como los perros sin supervision, hoy comienza una

nueva etapa para el guanaco: su regreso a la Region Metropolitana.
A través de una accion colaborativa, buscamos darle una segunda... pic.twitter.com/dYcp7NluYm
— Fundacién Rewilding Chile (@RewildingChile) October 1, 2025

Read more:


https://t.co/dYcp7NluYm
https://twitter.com/RewildingChile/status/1973364862727176319?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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