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President Boric Appoints General Pedro
Varela as New Chief of Army

El Ciudadano - 10 de noviembre de 2025

Currently, the officer, born in Chiguayante in 1968, serves as the Commander of Ground Operations, a

position he took on in 2024, where he oversees planning and directing the operational readiness of the

Ground Force. Starting in March 2026, he will become the new top leader of the Army.

Original article: Presidente Boric designa a general Pedro Varela como nuevo Comandante en Jefe del

Ejército

President Boric Appoints General Pedro
Varela as New Chief of Army

The President of the Republic, Gabriel Boric, has appointed Major General Pedro Varela Sabando as the

new Chief of the Army. He will assume his duties in March 2026 and will lead the institution until 2030.

In a statement, the Army announced that General Pedro Varela, born in Chiguayante in 1968, entered the

Military School in 1986, graduating as a Second Lieutenant in the Armored Cavalry Corps on January 1,
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1989. He holds a primary specialty in General Staff, with secondary specialties in Special Forces, Basic

Military Paratrooper, Military Intelligence, and as a Military Instructor at both School and Academy levels.

Additionally, he is a graduate in Military Sciences from the Army War Academy and holds a Master’s degree

in Military Sciences with a focus on Strategic Planning and Management from the same institution.

In 2020, while serving as Brigadier General in the Army Intelligence Directorate, he promoted the
development of military cyber defense capabilities. In 2023, he served as Commander of the Northern Joint

Command, a unit under the Joint Staff responsible for preparing, training, and deploying military forces.

Currently, General Pedro Varela is serving as Commander of Ground Operations, a role he assumed in

2024, in which he is responsible for planning and directing the operational readiness of the Ground Force.
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Designacion de nuevo Comandante en Jefe del Ejército de !

Hoy, S.E. el Presidente de la Republica, haciendo uso de las facultades otorgadas |
el Articulo 104 de la Constitucién Politica de la Republica de Chile y la Ley
Constitucional de las Fuerzas Armadas N.°18.948, design6 como nuevo Comandant
del Ejército al General de Divisién Pedro Varela Sabando, quien asumira el man
Institucién desde marzo de 2026 a marzo de 2030.

El General Varela ingreso a la Escuela Militar el afio 1986, graduandose con el grado d
en el Arma de Caballeria Blindada el 1 de enero 1989. Posee la especialidad pri
Estado Mayor y secundarias de Comandos, Paracaidista Basico Militar, Inteligenci
Profesor Militar de Escuela y Profesor Militar de Academia. Ademas, es Licenciado en
Militares de la Academia de Guerra del Ejército y Magister en Ciencias Militares con
en Planificacion y Gestion Estratégica de la Academia de Guerra del Ejército.

En 2020 fue ascendido al grado de General de Brigada y designado Director de Int
del Ejército. Un afio mas tarde, se desempefié como Jefe de la Misién Militar de
Estados Unidos. En 2022 fue ascendido a General de Division y designado como Con
de Operaciones Especiales. En noviembre 2022 fue designado como Comand
Comando Conjunto Norte. Desde 2024 a la fecha se desempefia como Coman
Operaciones Terrestres.
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El Presidente de la Republica, Gabriel Boric Font, acompanado por la ministra de Defensa Nacional,
Adriana Delpiano, ha designado al General de Division Pedro Varela como proximo Comandante en Jefe

del Ejército, quien asumir4 sus funciones en marzo de 2026.
El Presidente... pic.twitter.com/tKYYyWsGVD
— Presidencia de Chile (@Presidencia_cl) November 10, 2025
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